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1. When did Zeni first come to love baseball? 
When he was eight years old, his father took him to see his first baseball game. 

2. Why did his parents tell him he could not play? 
Father:  “You’re too small.” 
Mother:  “Too frail.” 

3. When Zeni had a ball or a bat in his hands how did he feel? 
Like a giant. 

4. What did his parents want him to become, instead of playing baseball? 
They wanted him to be a doctor or lawyer. 

5. What two teams were Zeni involved with? 
Fresno Negro League and Fresno Twilight League 

6. How big was Zeni? 
Barely five feet tall and weighed only one hundred pounds. 

7. What team and player did he play with in the exhibition game in Japan? 
New York Yankees and Babe Ruth 

8. What caused Zeni’s world to collapse? 
The Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941 and the Unites States went to war with Japan.  The 
Americans of Japanese descent were forced into ten internment camps.  Zeni and his family 
went to a camp in Gila River, Arizona. 

9. What did Zeni decide to build at the internment camp in Arizona? 
A baseball field with grass and bleachers. 

10. Who were the two famous baseball players in Zeni’s photo? 
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig 

11. What were Zeni’s sons’ names? 
Howard and Harvey 

12. How did the family help Zeni finish the baseball field? 
Howard used flour to chalk the foul lines.  Zeni’s wife sewed bases from rice sacks. 

13. Where did they get wood to build the bleachers and backstop? 
They took every other post from the fence around the camp and took some from the camp 
lumber yard. 

14. How did they the equipment to play? 
Zeni collected money from the families in the camp and sent for bats, balls, mitts, and hats 
from Holman’s Sporting Goods in Fresno.  Several women sewed uniforms out of potato sacks. 

15. How many people came to watch the first game? 
6000 gathered on a perfect sunny day. 

16. How did Zeni feel when he hit the homerun in that first game? 
He felt ten feet tall.  Nothing would ever make him seem small again. 
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17. Who was the book written about? 
Kenichi Zenimura – the “Dean of the Diamond” – the father of Japanese American baseball 

18. Who was the President of the United States during this time? 
President Franklin Roosevelt  
 


